70              FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDER THE  FLAG

ther to the eastward, a French merchant vessel, dismasted, was
fallen in with. Assistance was given her, jury masts were rigged
and we bore away for our port. Still further on an American
merchant ship, with her foremast gone, was overtaken, but she
declined assistance as she was under management.

In due time the gateway to the Eastern seas was reached, and
the Benicia dropped her anchor off Anger Point, July 18, 1870.
Not long, however, did she tarry there, but taking a Straits
pilot on board, got under way for Singapore, via the Straits of
Banea, and arrived off that port July 29th, and found the flag-
ship Delaware, bearing the flag of Rear Admiral Stephen C.
Rowan, commanding, at anchor.

After our long passage from the Cape of Good Hope, in
stormy weather, there was much to be done to sails, rigging
and hull to make the Benicia shipshape and sailor-like. Ad-
vantage was taken of an inviting anchorage off the northwest
coast of the island of Banea for target practice, to set-up, rattle-
down rigging, square ratlines, paint and clean ship. All hands
were "turned to" during the day for these duties, and in some
forty-eight hours the Benicia looked as if she had been in port
a month.

From the moment that good weather set in, after leaving
the United States, it was the daily custom on board to exercise
at some one of the many drills of the old sailing days with spars,
sails or battery. In the open sea, under the varied circumstances
of weather, a high proficiency was attained by the officers and
men through those exercises. Very often a remarkable celerity
was acquired in reefing or shifting sails, in sending the yards
or masts up or down, in handling the great guns or shifting
them from side to side, and such like exercises. Officers and
men alike acquired great confidence in their ability to make the
quickest possible provision for any of the emergencies of life
at sea, where the rule is risk, and where every exercise was in-
tended to promote the promptest readiness to meet dangers in
any form they might assume.

The Benicia reached her station in the highest condition of
efficiency and readiness for service. Setting out for Singapore
from her anchorage in what was really the Straits of Ehio, be-
fore sundown, distant some thirty miles from her destination,t furious
